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Introduction: Scotland, The Land of 
Potter Magic
Scotland is the birthplace of much of the Harry Potter magic, 
where J.K. Rowling wrote the series and drew inspiration from 
its enchanting landscapes and historic cities. From the 
moment she penned those first words in Edinburgh's cosy 
cafés, the country's mystical atmosphere seeped into every 
page.

This tour explores iconic filming locations, real-world 
inspirations, and immersive experiences that bring the 
wizarding world to life. Whether you're a devoted Potterhead 
or simply enchanted by Scotland's beauty, this journey 
promises unforgettable moments.

From Edinburgh's cobbled streets to the Highlands' dramatic 
scenery, Scotland offers a spellbinding adventure for Potter 
fans, revealing the real magic behind the fiction.



Edinburgh: The City That Sparked the 
Magic

The Elephant House
J.K. Rowling wrote the first Harry Potter book in 
Edinburgh cafés, notably The Elephant House, 
dubbed the 'Birthplace of Harry Potter'. Visitors 
can still enjoy coffee where magic was born.

Victoria Street
Victoria Street's colourful, winding architecture 
inspired the look of Diagon Alley, with several 
themed shops like Museum Context and The 
Great Wizard offering magical merchandise.

Greyfriars Kirkyard
Greyfriars Kirkyard graveyard holds 
tombstones that inspired character names such 
as Tom Riddle and McGonagall, offering an 
eerie yet fascinating glimpse into Rowling's 
creative process.

The Balmoral Hotel
The Balmoral Hotel's suite 552 is where 
Rowling finished writing Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows; the hotel honours her with a 
commemorative plaque marking this historic 
moment.



The Free Harry Potter Walking Tour of 
Edinburgh

A popular guided walking tour starts on the Royal Mile, 
revealing hidden connections between Edinburgh's 
streets and the Harry Potter universe. These tours have 
become legendary amongst fans for their depth and 
entertainment value.

Highlights include the real-life inspirations for Hogwarts, 
Voldemort's grave, and the city's rich literary history. 
Knowledgeable guides weave together history, 
architecture, and Potter lore seamlessly.

The tour is highly praised for its engaging guides and 
rich storytelling, perfect for fans and literature lovers 
alike. Best of all, it's free, though tips are appreciated for 
these passionate storytellers.
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Meet at the Royal Mile
Tours depart from this historic thoroughfare

02

Explore Literary Landmarks
Discover cafés and inspirations behind the books

03

Visit Greyfriars Kirkyard
Find character name origins on ancient tombstones

04

Discover Hidden Gems
Uncover secret Potter connections throughout the 
city



The Jacobite Steam Train: Riding the 
Hogwarts Express
The Jacobite Steam Train runs from Fort William to Mallaig, recreating the iconic Hogwarts Express 
journey. This magnificent heritage railway has become one of Scotland's most sought-after experiences, 
transporting passengers through some of Britain's most spectacular scenery.
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Fort William Departure
Begin your magical journey at the 
foot of Ben Nevis, Britain's highest 

mountain

2

Glenfinnan Viaduct
Cross the famous bridge featured in 

multiple Potter films

3

Scenic Highlands
Wind through dramatic lochs, 

mountains, and moors

4

Mallaig Arrival
Reach the picturesque fishing 

village on Scotland's west coast

This two-and-a-half-hour scenic ride crosses the 
famous Glenfinnan Viaduct, instantly recognisable 
from the films. The journey captures the essence 
of the magical train ride to Hogwarts.

Tickets cost around £50 for standard seats; 
advance booking is essential due to high demand. 
Onboard, fans can purchase Harry Potter-themed 
souvenirs and enjoy views featured in the movies.



Glenfinnan Viaduct: The Harry Potter 
Bridge

The Iconic Crossing
The Glenfinnan Viaduct is a 
spectacular railway bridge in the 
Highlands, immortalised as the 
route to Hogwarts in multiple 
films.

Perfect Viewing Spots
Visitors can watch the Jacobite 
Steam Train cross the viaduct or 
hike nearby trails for panoramic 
views of this engineering marvel.

Architectural Wonder
The viaduct's dramatic arches 
and surrounding scenery create 
one of the most magical photo 
opportunities in Scotland for 
Potter fans.

Top Tip: Arrive early to secure prime viewing positions, especially during peak summer months 
when the train passes twice daily. The viewpoint can become quite crowded!



Loch Eilt: Dumbledore's Final Resting 
Place

A Poignant Pilgrimage

Just a short drive from Glenfinnan, Loch Eilt 
served as the filming location for 
Dumbledore's grave scene, one of the series' 
most emotional moments.

Easily accessible with roadside parking and 
a brief walk to the viewing point, it's a 
poignant stop for fans paying respects to the 
beloved headmaster.

The serene loch and rugged backdrop evoke 
the solemn beauty of the films' moment, 
offering a peaceful place for reflection and 
remembrance.

Getting There
Located on the A830 
between Fort William and 
Mallaig, with convenient 
roadside parking available 
for visitors

What to Expect
A short walk leads to 
stunning views of the loch 
where the iconic island 
scene was filmed in Half-
Blood Prince

Best Time to Visit
Early morning or late 
afternoon light creates the 
most atmospheric and 
photogenic conditions at this 
tranquil location



Alnwick Castle: 
Hogwarts in England, 
A Must-See Extension
Although not in Scotland, Alnwick Castle near the Scottish 
border doubled as Hogwarts in the first two films, making it 
an essential addition to any Potter pilgrimage. This 
magnificent medieval fortress provided the backdrop for 
many iconic scenes.

Medieval Grandeur
Visitors can explore the authentic medieval castle 
grounds where Harry learned to fly, with 
architecture and courtyards instantly recognisable 
from the films.

Broomstick Flying Lessons
Participate in interactive broomstick flying lessons 
led by costumed staff, recreating Madam Hooch's 
first-year training sessions in the exact filming 
location.

Behind-the-Scenes Magic
Many Scottish Harry Potter tours include Alnwick 
as a day trip option, making it easy to combine with 
your Highland adventures.



Additional Magical Experiences and 
Practical Tips

Glasgow University
The Cloisters offer stunning 
gothic architecture 
reminiscent of Hogwarts' 
interiors, with vaulted 
ceilings and atmospheric 
corridors perfect for photos.

Bo'ness Motor 
Museum
The Scottish Owl Centre 
displays the actual flying 
Ford Anglia from the films, 
allowing fans to see Ron's 
infamous car up close.

Scottish Owl Centre
Located in West Lothian, this 
centre showcases 
magnificent owls like 
Hedwig, adding an authentic 
touch to your immersive 
Potter experience.

Essential Planning Tips

When to Visit

Best times to visit are spring through autumn when 
weather is mild and attractions fully operational. 
Summer offers longest daylight hours but largest 
crowds.

Booking Essentials

Book train tickets and tours well in advance4the 
Jacobite often sells out months ahead during peak 
season. Consider shoulder seasons for better 
availability.

Shopping & Dining

Edinburgh's Harry Potter shops and themed cafés 
provide perfect souvenirs and refreshments. The 
Great Wizard shop on Victoria Street is a must-
visit.

Transportation

Consider hiring a car for Highland locations, 
though organised tours from Edinburgh offer 
stress-free alternatives with expert guides.



Conclusion: Embrace the Magic of 
Scotland's Harry Potter Tour
Scotland's blend of literary history, breathtaking landscapes, and iconic film locations creates an 
unforgettable journey for Harry Potter fans. Every corner of this enchanted land whispers stories that 
inspired one of literature's greatest creations.

Literary Heritage
Walk in J.K. Rowling's 
footsteps through 
Edinburgh's atmospheric 
streets where the wizarding 
world was born

Cinematic Wonders
Experience the breathtaking 
filming locations that brought 
Hogwarts and the magical 
world to life on screen

Natural Beauty
Discover Scotland's dramatic 
Highlands, serene lochs, and 
mystical landscapes that 
captivate the imagination

Whether riding the Hogwarts Express, wandering Edinburgh's magical streets, or standing beneath the 
Glenfinnan Viaduct, visitors step into the world that inspired a global phenomenon. Each location offers its 
own unique enchantment and connection to the beloved stories.

"This tour invites every fan to relive the magic, discover new stories, and create their own enchanted 
memories in the land where wizardry feels real. The magic of Scotland awaits4all you need to do is 
believe."


