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Meet the Real Braveheart

A Tourism Guide Charting the
Life and Journeys of Scotland's
Most Iconic Hero

Executive Summar

While the 1995 film Braveheart dramatized his life (with some historical liberties), the
real Wallace's story is etched into Scotland's landscapes.

This guide follows a chronological path through key sites, offering a self-guided tour for
history enthusiasts. Wallace's execution in London on August 23, 1305—hanged,
drawn, and quartered—only fueled Scotland's resolve, paving the way for Robert the
Bruce's victory at Bannockburn in 1314. britannica.com

Today, his spirit lives in Scotland's monuments, festivals, and national pride.



Introduction: The Man, The Myth, The Pilgrimage.........cccoooovvmmmmmmmmmmmiiis 5

Table 1: The Wallace Trail at @ GlanCe...........cccooiiieie it 5
Chapter 1: The Forging of a Patriot — Elderslie and Dundee............cceueeiiiiiiiiiiniinnnns 6
The Story: A Disputed Birth...........ceeiiiiie e 6
Your Travel Guide: Elderslie & Renfrewshire..............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 7
Your Travel Guide: DUNAEE. .........coooiiiieeee et 7
Chapter 2: The Spark of Rebellion — Lanark...........cccccccciiiimieecciiiirreeccs e reeeescs e e eeeens 8
The Story: The Action at Lanark (May 1297).........ueeiiiiiieeeee 8
Your Travel Guide: Lanark & the Clyde Valley.............ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee 9
Table 2: New Lanark vs. Old Lanark: A Day Plan..........cccccociiiiiiieee 10
Chapter 3: The Gathering Storm — Scone, Roslin, and the Ettrick Forest.............. 10
The Story: The Outlaw GUardian.............coeeeiiiii i 10
Your Travel Guide: The Scottish Borders, Roslin & Perth............coovvoviiiiiiiiiiin. 11
Chapter 4: The Great Victory — Stirling..........cccooiiiiiiiimiiiiscecccsccss e 1"
The Story: The Battle of Stirling Bridge (September 11, 1297)..........coovririiiiiiiccnnn. 11
Your Travel Guide: Stirling, The Gateway to the Highlands................cccccccoiiiiii. 12
Part 1: The Overlook (The National Wallace Monument)..............cccccoeviiiiiinnns 12

Part 2: The Battlefield (Stirling Old Bridge)..........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 13

Part 3: The Prize (Stirling Castle)..........ooo s 13

Table 3: Stirling: A One-Day Battle Plan.............oooooieeeeeee e 13
Chapter 5: The Crushing Defeat — FalKirk..........ccovvemimeemecccccccceee e 14
The Story: The Battle of Falkirk (July 22, 1298)...........ccooiiiiiiiiccceee e 14
Your Travel Guide: Falkirk, Where History Meets Modernity...............ccccceeevvivvininnnn. 14
The Wallace Trail (The 1298 Battle).........ccouvviiiiiiiiiiiiee e 14

The Main Events (Modern FalKirk). ... 15

Table 4: Falkirk: A Tale of TWO Eras......cccccooiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 15
Chapter 6: The Betrayal — Robroyston and Dumbarton............ccceeviiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnns 15
The Story: The Capture of the Guardian..............cccceiiiiiiii 15
Your Travel Guide: Glasgow's Edge & The Clyde Fortress.........cccceeeeeeeeieieiiiiiiinnnnn, 16
The Capture Site (RODBroyston)..........coooiiiiiiiiiiicece e 16

The Prison (Dumbarton Castle)............uuuuiiiiiiiii i 16
Chapter 7: The Martyr's End — London...........cooeiiiisssssssssssssssssssssneens 17
The Story: The Trial and Execution (August 23, 1305)........cuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 17
Your Travel Guide: The London Trail.........ccooooii oo 17

VisitScotland.travel | Page 3



https://visitscotland.travel/

The Trial Site (Westminster Hall)............ouuiiiiiiiie e 17

The Execution Site (Smithfield)............ooooiiiiiie e 17
Chapter 8: The Scattered Hero — The Memorial Trail.......ccccccovmriimmcciiirreccceeeeeeeeee, 18
The Story: The King's Warning.........oooooiiiiii e 18
Your Travel Guide: Completing the Pilgrimage............oooiiiiii 18
Conclusion: The ENduring Legacy........ccccccccmmmmmmmmmermmrirninnnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssees 18

VisitScotland.travel | Page 4



https://visitscotland.travel/

Introduction: The Man, The Myth, The
Pilgrimage

He is perhaps the most famous, and the most unknowable, of all Scotland's heroes. Sir
William Wallace (c. 1270 — 1305) exists in a mist of history, his true story obscured by

700 years of legend, poetry, and, more recently, by historically inaccurate but culturally
dominant Hollywood films.

He is the patriot and martyr who became Scotland's National Hero, the leader of the
resistance who laid the foundation for a free Scotland. But he is also a figure whose
real, complex life is appallingly untaught.

This guide is a pilgrimage to find that man. It is a journey to separate the cinematic myth
from the 13th-century reality, not to diminish the hero, but to discover the far more
compelling figure who lived and died for the cause of Scottish independence. This is not
a man of blue face paint, but a knight, a commander, and an outlaw who, for a few
short, brilliant, and brutal years, held the destiny of a nation in his hands.

This pilgrimage, however, is one of striking juxtapositions. The traveler must be
prepared to stand in two centuries at once. The path of William Wallace is not a
perfectly preserved 13th-century landscape.

To find him, one must stand at a quiet, windswept memorial in a field, or on the banks of
a river that defined a battle. Yet these sites of profound historical importance often sit in
the shadow of world-famous modern marvels or UNESCO World Heritage Sites that
have grown up in the very lands Wallace once roamed. This journey is a fascinating
collision of 13th-century memory and 21st-century reality. This guide provides the
historical story and the modern-day travel companion for each step of that journey.

Table 1: The Wallace Trail at a Glance

Location Historical Event Key Wallace Site(s)
Elderslie / Birth (c. 1270) & First | Wallace Birthplace Monument; St.
Dundee Blood Paul's Cathedral Plaque; The
Wallace Stone (McManus)
Lanark Spark of Rebellion St. Kentigern's Church Ruins
(May 1297)
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Scone / Perth

Raid on Scone (June
1297)

Scone Palace; Perth Museum
(Stone of Destiny)

Roslin / Borders

The Outlaw Years

Wallace's Cave (Roslin Glen);
Selkirk Auld Kirk

Stirling Battle of Stirling National Wallace Monument;
Bridge (Sept 1297) Stirling Old Bridge; Stirling Castle

Falkirk Battle of Falkirk (July 1298 Memorial Cairn; Tomb of Sir
1298) John de Graeme

Robroyston / Capture (Aug 1305) Robroyston Monument & Well;

Dumbarton & Imprisonment Dumbarton Castle

London, UK Trial & Execution Westminster Hall Plaque;

(Aug 23, 1305) Smithfield Memorial

Aberdeen Statue; Berwick Plaque;
Cambuskenneth Abbey

Dismemberment &
Legacy

The Memorial
Trail

Chapter 1: The Forging of a Patriot -
Elderslie and Dundee

The Story: A Disputed Birth

The first act of our pilgrimage is to find the hero's beginning, and here, at the very start,
we are met with the fog of history. The man who would become a national symbol was
not born a great lord whose birth was meticulously recorded. He was born c. 1270, the
son of Alan Wallace and Margaret Crawford. But where he was born is a matter of
intense local pride and historical debate.

The "traditional" birthplace is Elderslie, in Renfrewshire. This claim is based on
long-standing local lore and the presence of two famous trees, the "Wallace Oak" and
"Wallace Yew," where he and his men were said to have hidden from English patrols.

A compelling competing claim, however, points to Ellerslie, in Ayrshire, near Kilmarnock.
This theory is based on intriguing documentary evidence. Wallace's own personal seal,
attached to a 1297 letter, identifies him as "William, son of Alan Wallace". An "Alan
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Wallace" is listed on the infamous "Ragman Roll" of 1296 as a Crown tenant in Ayrshire.
Furthermore, some historians argue there is no evidence the Wallace family ever owned
the lands in Renfrewshire.

This ambiguity is not a flaw in the story; it is central to Wallace's identity. His obscure
origins reinforce his status as a "commoner," a man of the people, whose life was not
deemed worthy of note until his actions forced all of Britain to pay attention.

The first chapter of his known life begins not with a sword, but with a book. Destined for
a life in the church, Wallace was educated first by his uncle, a priest at Dunipace, and
later at the school in Dundee. It was here, legend holds, that his path was irrevocably
altered. In a "playfield" in the city, Wallace was insulted by "Young Selby," the son of the
English governor, for carrying a dagger. Enraged by the slight, Wallace drew his dagger
and stabbed Selby to death. He was forced to flee, his life as a priest over, his life as an
outlaw just beginning.

Your Travel Guide: Elderslie & Renfrewshire

For those wishing to pay respects at the traditional birthplace, the village of Elderslie is
an intimate and reflective stop.

e The Wallace Birthplace Monument: The memorial to Scotland's national hero sits
on the traditional site of his home. It is not a grand structure, but a poignant one,
composed of a column with sculpted plaques that illustrate the key moments in
his career as Knight of Elderslie and Guardian of Scotland.

e Practicalities: The monument is located at 241 Main Rd, Elderslie. While in the
village, other notable spots include the award-winning Butchers Steak & Grill and
the popular Elderslie Golf Club.

e The Regional Anchor: Paisley: For a more substantial historical excursion, the
nearby town of Paisley is essential. The primary attraction is the magnificent
Paisley Abbey, a High Medieval church founded in 1163. Though most of the
original building was destroyed by fire in 1307, it was beautifully restored and is
the final resting place of Scottish King Robert 1.

Your Travel Guide: Dundee

The traveler who comes to Dundee seeking the 13th-century outlaw who killed Selby
will find instead a city utterly reborn—a vibrant, 21st-century hub of design and culture.
This is the first great juxtaposition of the pilgrimage. The main attractions are modern,
but a pilgrim's secret lies hidden within.
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e The Pilgrim's Rewards:

o The Wallace Stone: The key Wallace-related artifact is housed within The
McManus Art Gallery & Museum. This is the "Wallace Stone," a "bere or
knocking stone" (used for husking barley). It lay for centuries at a cottage
in Longforgan, where Wallace was said to have hidden after killing Selby.

o St. Paul's Cathedral Plaque: For the site of the action itself, visitors should
head to St. Paul's Cathedral on the High Street. A plaque here marks the
site of the original Dundee Castle and commemorates Wallace "striking
the first blow for Scottish independence" near this spot.

e Dundee, City of Design: After paying respects to the stone, the traveler should
embrace one of Scotland's most dynamic cities. The main attractions are
clustered along the regenerated waterfront:

o V&A Dundee: Scotland's first and only design museum, an architectural
marvel in its own right.

o RRS Discovery: Berthed next to the V&A is Captain Robert Falcon Scott's
Antarctic exploration ship, Discovery, which was built in Dundee.

o Dundee Law: A walk to the top of Dundee Law, the extinct volcano
overlooking the city, provides panoramic views of the River Tay.

Chapter 2: The Spark of Rebellion -
Lanark

The Story: The Action at Lanark (May 1297)

After fleeing Dundee, Wallace emerges in the historical record in May 1297, with the
single act that ignited the First War of Scottish Independence. In the town of Lanark,
Wallace assassinated the English Sheriff, William Heselrig. This was the first major,
public act of defiance, the moment the outlaw became a rebel leader.

Why he did it is, like his birthplace, a fascinating blend of romantic legend and
pragmatic history.

e The Legend: The most famous motive, popularized by the 15th-century poet
Blind Harry, is a story of love and vengeance. In this version, Wallace was
secretly married to a local maiden named Marion Braidfute. The "tributes to
Wallace's fight for freedom in Lanark" are based on this story, which claims
Wallace's wife was murdered by Heselrig, and that Wallace's attack was a
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grief-stricken act of revenge, in which he allegedly dismembered the sheriff's
body.

e The History: The historical record is silent on Marion Braidfute, whose existence
is disputed. The Scalacronica, a chronicle by Thomas Grey (whose father was
present at the attack), describes a fracas at Heselrig's court, from which Wallace
escaped, only to return with supporters to attack and kill the sheriff. Other
analysis suggests it was a calculated political assassination to strike a blow
against a key representative of the English occupation.

The historical truth may be more political, but the romantic legend is the "artifact" that
defines the Wallace pilgrimage in Lanark. It is this legend that points us to the sacred
site in the town: St. Kentigern's Church, a 13th-century building where Wallace and
Braidfute supposedly met and married.

Your Travel Guide: Lanark & the Clyde Valley

The traveler visiting Lanark will discover a town defined by two radical figures: William
Wallace, the 13th-century rebel who fought for political freedom, and Robert Owen, the
18th-century idealist who built a utopia for social freedom.

e The Wallace Trail: The "Footsteps of William Wallace" walking leaflet guides
visitors through the historic Royal Burgh.

o St. Kentigern's Church: The primary stop is the atmospheric ruins of St.
Kentigern's. It is here, according to the legend, that Wallace was married.
The ruins are accessible today; visitors are often advised to park in the
nearby retail park to access the driveway leading to the ruins.

o Lanark Town: Explore the bustling market town, one of Scotland's oldest,
and follow the Lanark Heritage Trail to discover its rich history.

e The Main Event: New Lanark World Heritage Site: This is the area's premier,
unmissable attraction. A short distance from Lanark, New Lanark is a stunningly
preserved 18th-century cotton mill village, designated a UNESCO World Heritage
Site. It was here that the philanthropist Robert Owen moulded a model industrial
community.

o What to See: The visitor experience is immersive. Key attractions include
the Annie McLeod Experience (a "dark ride"), Robert Owen's House, and
the powerful, working Textile Machinery.

e The Natural Wonder: The Falls of Clyde: Adjacent to New Lanark is the Falls of
Clyde Wildlife Reserve. The walk to the spectacular waterfalls, including Corra
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Linn, is a beautiful excursion through the wooded gorge.

Table 2: New Lanark vs. Old Lanark: A Day Plan

Time Itinerary Focus Key Sites

Morning The Wallace | 13th Century: St. Kentigern's Church Ruins,

Trail The Rebel Lanark Heritage Trail

Afternoon The 18th Century: New Lanark Visitor Centre,
UNESCO The Reformer Annie McLeod Experience,
Site Falls of Clyde

Chapter 3: The Gathering Storm -
Scone, Roslin, and the Ettrick Forest

The Story: The Outlaw Guardian

The assassination of the Sheriff of Lanark made Wallace a marked man and a hero of
the resistance. He became an outlaw, using the wild landscapes of Scotland as his
base. While he is famously associated with the Ettrick Forest in the Scottish Borders,
legends of his hiding places span the country.

In June 1297, Wallace and his new ally, Sir William Douglas "the Hardy," launched their
most audacious raid yet. They targeted Scone, the symbolic heart of the Scottish
kingdom. Their target was William de Ormesby, the English-appointed Justice of
Scotland. Wallace and Douglas attacked; Ormesby was forewarned and escaped,
leaving his belongings behind.

This was far more than a simple raid; it was a profound symbolic act. Scone was the
ancient crowning place of all Scottish Kings. Just one year earlier, in 1296, King Edward
| of England had marched to Scone Abbey and physically removed its most sacred
object: the Stone of Destiny, transporting it to London. Wallace's raid on Scone was a
direct, defiant answer—reclaiming the very site of Scottish sovereignty.

Following this and other victories, Wallace's support grew. He was soon proclaimed
Guardian of Scotland, formally giving him command of the kingdom's armies in the
name of the exiled King John Balliol.
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Your Travel Guide: The Scottish Borders, Roslin & Perth

e The Outlaw's Hideout: Roslin Glen:

o Wallace's Cave: For those seeking the atmosphere of the outlaw years, a
trip to Roslin Glen in Midlothian is essential. Here, visitors can find
"Wallace's Cave" (also known as Hawthornden Castle Cave). Located in a
dramatic gorge near the River North Esk, this man-made cave is said to
have sheltered Wallace and his men. It requires a walk through the glen
and access via a rock-carved staircase, offering a true sense of the
rugged life of the resistance.

e In the Forest's Shadow: The Scottish Borders remain a land of rolling hills and
profound beauty.

o Selkirk: Visit the town that proudly claims Wallace was proclaimed
Guardian here. Recent archaeological surveys at the Auld Kirk in Selkirk
have identified medieval ruins believed to be the "Kirk o' the Forest" where
this historic ceremony took place.

o St. Mary's Loch: A visit to this remote, beautiful loch is a highlight for those
wishing to find the authentic, wild landscape of Wallace's time.

e The Tayside Anchor: Perth & Scone: The city of Perth serves as the ideal base
for visiting Scone.

o Scone Palace: The primary destination is the magnificent Scone Palace,
the historic crowning place of Scottish Kings. Visitors can tour the palace
and stand on Moot Hill.

o The "Stone of Destiny" Mini-Trail: The Stone of Destiny, returned to
Scotland in 1996, is now the permanent centerpiece of the new Perth
Museum. This creates an extraordinary historical echo. The traveler can
learn how Edward | took the Stone, visit Scone Palace which Wallace
raided, and then travel minutes away to the Perth Museum to stand in the
presence of the actual Stone itself.

Chapter 4: The Great Victory - Stirling

T5|9e S)..tory: The Battle of Stirling Bridge (September 11,
1297

This is the main event. This is Wallace's masterpiece. By the summer of 1297, Wallace
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and his northern ally, Andrew de Moray, controlled most of Scotland north of the Forth.
An enraged Edward | ordered his army, led by John de Warenne, Earl of Surrey, and the
hated treasurer Hugh de Cressingham, to march north and crush the rebellion.

The battle that followed was not a contest of equals; it was a triumph of intelligence,
patience, and the brilliant use of landscape as a weapon.

e The Scottish Position: Wallace and Moray's smaller army took the high ground on
the Abbey Craig, a volcanic crag overlooking the River Forth. From this vantage
point, they watched the English army assemble at Stirling Castle.

e The English Blunder: To reach the Scots, the English had to cross the river via a
narrow wooden bridge, which acted as a fatal bottleneck.

e The Trap: Wallace and Moray waited. They watched as the English vanguard, led
by the arrogant Cressingham, slowly filed onto the bridge. They held their nerve
until a significant portion of the English force had crossed and become trapped
within a loop of the river.

e The Attack: With the trap sprung, the Scots charged. Their infantry, formed into
impregnable "schiltrons" (tightly packed circles of spearmen), seized the north
end of the bridge, cutting off the English line of retreat. The trapped English
vanguard was annihilated, and the bridge eventually collapsed. Hugh de
Cressingham was killed, and legend holds that the vengeful Scots flayed his skin
to make saddle girths.

It was a total, stunning Scottish victory. In its aftermath, Wallace was knighted and
formally made Guardian of Scotland. Tragically, the battle's co-architect, Andrew de
Moray, was mortally wounded and died weeks later.

Your Travel Guide: Stirling, The Gateway to the
Highlands

Nowhere else on this pilgrimage does the past feel so present. Stirling offers a perfect
"Holy Trinity" of attractions that tell the complete story of the battle.

Part 1: The Overlook (The National Wallace Monument)

This 220ft (67m) Victorian Gothic tower stands on the shoulder of the Abbey Craig, the
very hill where Wallace and Moray stood to command their troops.

e The Climb: The visit is a journey in itself, involving a 246-step spiral staircase to
the top.
e The Galleries: The climb is broken up by exhibition galleries, including the Hall of
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Arms, which houses the legendary, 6-foot-long Wallace Sword.

e The Crown: The open-air platform at the top offers one of the most breathtaking
360-degree panoramic views in Scotland, allowing the visitor to look down on the
entire battlefield just as Wallace did.

Part 2: The Battlefield (Stirling Old Bridge)
The next stop is the battlefield itself, at Bridgehaugh.

e The Site: It is important to note that the beautiful 15th-century stone Stirling Old
Bridge that stands today is not the 1297 bridge. It is, however, located very close
to the site of the original narrow, wooden bridge and serves as a powerful focal
point.

e The AR Experience: The battlefield is brought to life by the Stirling XP App, which
allows visitors to visualize the original bridge and the battle via augmented reality.

Part 3: The Prize (Stirling Castle)

The final stop is the fortress that served as the English base and was the ultimate prize
of the battle.

e The Castle: One of Scotland's grandest and most historically significant castles.

e What to See: Key highlights include the Royal Palace, a stunningly restored
Renaissance palace; the Great Hall, the largest medieval banqueting hall in
Scotland; and the Chapel Royal.

e Practicalities: Parking at the castle is extremely limited. Visitors are strongly
advised to use the Castleview Park and Ride Service or walk up from the city
centre.

Table 3: Stirling: A One-Day Battle Plan

Time Itinerary Location Key Action
10:00 The National Climb the 246 steps. See the
AM Overlook Wallace Wallace Sword. Get the
Monument "General's View".
1:00 The Stirling Old Walk the Bridgehaugh. Use the
PM Battlefield Bridge Stirling XP App to visualize the
battle.
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2:30 The Prize Stirling Castle Tour the Royal Palace, Great
PM Hall, and Chapel Royal.

Chapter 5: The Crushing Defeat -
Falkirk

The Story: The Battle of Falkirk (July 22, 1298)

If Stirling was Wallace's masterpiece, Falkirk was his ruin. The victory at Stirling Bridge
had enraged King Edward |, who now led the invasion of Scotland personally. In 1298,
he marched north with a massive, professional army, including thousands of Welsh
longbowmen.

Wallace, now Guardian of Scotland, was drawn into an open battle he could not win.

e The Battle: Wallace formed his smaller army into four great, defensive schiltrons.
The English heavy cavalry charged but could not break the dense hedge of
Scottish spears. But this battle would not be won by cavalry. Edward unleashed
his new, terrifying technology: the longbow. The Welsh archers rained volley after
volley of arrows onto the static Scottish formations. The schiltrons were
decimated. The English cavalry then charged the broken formations, shattering
the Scottish army.

e The Defeat: It was a decisive, crushing English victory. Wallace's army was
destroyed, and his close friend and loyal knight, Sir John de Graeme, was killed.
Wallace survived, but his military reputation was shattered. In December 1298,
he resigned as Guardian of Scotland.

Your Travel Guide: Falkirk, Where History Meets
Modernity

The pilgrimage to Falkirk presents the traveler with a striking juxtaposition. The
memorials to Wallace's 13th-century defeat are quiet and somber, while the town's main
attractions are futuristic 21st-century marvels.

The Wallace Trail (The 1298 Battle)

e The Battle of Falkirk 1298 Memorial Cairn: The most significant memorial is the
cairn located within the grounds of the beautiful Callendar Park. This monument
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remembers all who fought and died.

e The Tomb & Fountain of Sir John de Graeme: In the graveyard of the Falkirk
Trinity Church, visitors can find the tomb of Wallace's fallen friend. A separate
memorial fountain is said to mark the spot where Sir John de Graeme fell.

The Main Events (Modern Falkirk)

After paying respects at the 13th-century sites, the traveler can experience the
groundbreaking ingenuity of modern Scotland.

e Modern Marvel 1: The Falkirk Wheel: The world's first and only rotating boat lift,
which transports boats 115ft between the Union Canal and the Forth & Clyde
Canal. Visitors can take a boat trip to experience the lift firsthand.

e Modern Marvel 2: The Kelpies & The Helix: These 30-meter high horse-head
sculptures are the largest equine sculptures in the world. They are set within The
Helix, a vast parkland. The Kelpies Tour allows visitors to go inside one of the
giant sculptures.

Table 4: Falkirk: A Tale of Two Eras

Time Itinerary Focus Key Sites
Morning The 13th The Callendar Park (1298 Memorial
Century Defeat Cairn), Tomb of Sir John de
Graeme
Afternoon The 21st The The Falkirk Wheel, The Kelpies
Century Marvels

Chapter 6: The Betrayal — Robroyston
and Dumbarton

The Story: The Capture of the Guardian

After the defeat at Falkirk, Wallace's path becomes murky. He resigned his
Guardianship and vanished from Scottish records, becoming a diplomat and envoy. We
know he traveled to France to plead Scotland's case to the Pope. This mission
ultimately failed, and Wallace returned to Scotland to continue a guerrilla war, hunted
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relentlessly by Edward I.

On August 3, 1305, his luck ran out. He was captured at Robroyston, near Glasgow.
The tragedy of his capture is that it was not at the hands of an English soldier, but
through betrayal by a fellow Scot. He was "handed over" to the English by Sir John
Menteith, a Scottish nobleman who had switched allegiance to Edward |.

After his capture, Wallace was taken to Dumbarton Castle, the fortress governed by his
betrayer, Menteith. He was held there briefly before being taken south on his final, fatal
journey to London.

Your Travel Guide: Glasgow's Edge & The Clyde
Fortress

The Capture Site (Robroyston)

This is perhaps the most historically profound, and logistically challenging, site on the
entire pilgrimage.

e The Memorials: The site of Wallace's capture is marked by a "Gigantic Celtic
Cross" of pink granite. A short walk away is Wallace's Well, where Wallace is
said to have taken his last drink as a free man.

e Safety Note: Visitors must exercise caution. This stop is not a developed tourist
attraction; the monument is near a busy road with very limited parking.

The Prison (Dumbarton Castle)

From the humble capture site, the pilgrimage moves to the magnificent fortress where
Wallace was imprisoned. Dumbarton Castle is an ancient stronghold set atop a volcanic
rock overlooking the River Clyde.

e The Climb: The visit is strenuous but rewarding, involving a 557-step climb to the
twin summits.

e The View: The reward is a stunning panoramic view over the Clyde and
surrounding landscape.

e The Betrayer's Face: A unique link to Wallace's story can be found on the
16th-century guard house. A carved face on the eaves is said to be a caricature
of 'fause Menteith', the man who betrayed Wallace.
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Chapter 7: The Martyr's End - London
The Story: The Trial and Execution (August 23, 1305)

Wallace's journey from Dumbarton to London took 19 days. On the morning of August
23, 1305, he was taken to Westminster Hall, the oldest part of the Houses of
Parliament. This was not a trial; it was a meticulously staged piece of political theatre.

Edward | designed the event for maximum humiliation. Wallace was forced to sit
wearing a "crown of laurels" to mock him as a usurper. When the formal charge of high
treason was read, Wallace was permitted one, defiant shout. He declared that he could
not be a traitor to King Edward |, as he was "A Scot, born in Scotland" and had "never
sworn allegiance to him".

The verdict was guilty. Wallace was stripped naked, dragged for six miles through the
streets of London to the execution site at Smithfield. There, he was subjected to the
most brutal punishment in the medieval world: he was hanged, drawn, and quartered.

Your Travel Guide: The London Trail

The final two stops on this pilgrimage are places of quiet, somber witness.

The Trial Site (Westminster Hall)

e Location: Visitors can tour the Houses of Parliament (Palace of Westminster).
e The Memorial: Tucked away on the wall of St. Stephen's Hall is a bronze William
Wallace Plaque, marking the spot near where his trial took place.

The Execution Site (Smithfield)

e Location: The execution site is now part of the bustling Smithfield area. The
memorial is located on the outer wall of St. Bartholomew's Hospital.
e The Memorial: Erected in 1956, it is a dignified stone shrine. It bears two
powerful inscriptions that transform the site from one of defeat to one of victory:
o In Latin: Dico tibi verum libertas optima rerum nunquam servili sub nexu
vivito fili. ("I tell you the truth, freedom is the best condition, never live like
a slave.")
o In Gaelic: Bas Agus Buaidh ("Death and Victory")
e The Experience: Visitors will frequently find flowers and tributes left by those
paying their respects.
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Chapter 8: The Scattered Hero — The
Memorial Trail

The Story: The King's Warning

Edward I's vengeance was designed to destroy Wallace's body and serve as a warning.
Wallace's head was dipped in tar and placed on a pike on London Bridge. His four
quartered limbs were sent to be displayed in four key towns: Newcastle, Berwick,
Stirling, and Perth (or Aberdeen, by some accounts).

Edward's plan to erase the hero failed spectacularly. By scattering Wallace's body, he
paradoxically made him omnipresent. He created not one grave, but multiple "relic"
sites. A powerful legend arose that monks from Cambuskenneth Abbey, in the shadow
of Stirling, secretly retrieved the limb displayed on the bridge and gave it a Christian
burial.

Your Travel Guide: Completing the Pilgrimage

This final chapter guides the traveler to the places his body was sent—a final pilgrimage
to, in spirit, "reassemble" the scattered hero.

e Aberdeen: The city hosts a magnificent William Wallace Statue. It is a large
bronze statue erected in 1888, prominently located opposite His Majesty's
Theatre. The base bears the famous "Liberty" quote taught to him by his uncle.

e Berwick-upon-Tweed: In this historic border town, visitors can find a William
Wallace Memorial plaque near the River Tweed.

e Newcastle-upon-Tyne: There is no formal memorial here, but a visit to the Castle
Keep, where his limb was likely displayed, serves as an act of remembrance.

e Stirling (Revisited): The final stop on this trail is the ruin of Cambuskenneth
Abbey. A short distance from the Wallace Monument, this is the legendary site
where his limb was given a holy burial.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy

In purely military terms, William Wallace's career ended in failure. He was victorious at
Stirling Bridge, but crushed at Falkirk. He was hunted, betrayed, and executed.

But his death was his ultimate victory. His execution fired the Scottish people's
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determination to be free. He had proven that the invincible English army could be
beaten. His sacrifice created the national will that Robert the Bruce would harness.
When Bruce won Scotland's definitive freedom at the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314, he
was completing the work that William Wallace had begun. The pilgrimage in Wallace's
footsteps, therefore, ends with the birth of a free nation—a nation that Wallace, in his life
and in his death, had willed into being.
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